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In China, the, crushing of the demonstration 
in Tiannanman Square was 'successful'. But 
that is because the bulk of the Chinese still 
fundamentally accept the existing regime. 
The average Chinese peasant was not too 
sympathetic with the 'student troublemakers'. 
However, China too will eventually follow 
the Soviet path. 
 
The End of Politics 
 
There is a foolish idea that every social 
change is a change in a positive direction-
'progress'. This is expressed in the 
tendentious remark that 'you can't put the 
clock back'. But society is not like a clock 
the progress of which can be determined and 
once seen never undone. Rather, having 
taken a wrong turning, such as down the road 
of state-regulation, we can perceive this fact 
and turn back again. 
 
There is a superficially similar but patently 
true idea that, despite wars and oppressive, 
laws (all state-caused of course), life is gen- 
erally getting better and better. This is a sort 
of global Whig interpretation of history. 
 
Now, history will not 'end' with universal 
liberal democracy, as one such Whig inter- 
preter, Francis Fukuyama, opined in 1989. 
History will 'end' with the death of politics in 
favour of universal anarchy. 'History', in the 
sense of what 'kings and countries' (i.e. 
states) do, will disappear as voluntary inter- 
action and the market-protection of persons 
and their property replaces state-coercion 
and incompetence. 
 
The political history of the world hitherto (to 
generalise somewhat) has evolved slowly 
from great tyranny and destruction to lesser 
degrees of these evils. This is because the 
vast majority of people has slowly seen these 
evils as unnecessary and has supported ef- 
forts to diminish them. Democracy (towards 
which we have moved as a result) is proba- 
bly, as Churchill observed, the worst form of 
government - apart from any other. To this 
the libertarian might modestly add. 'but 
anarchy is even less bad'. 
 
For we libertarians are not, despite 'prag- 
matic' Tory propaganda, perfectionist  
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dreamers. Our theory is not that the market is 
perfect, in any sense, but that state regula- 
tion has a built-in tendency to make things 
worse. Our theory is not that individuals 
always know best what is good for them but 
that they are better off learning from their 
own (and others') occasional mistakes than 
having some state elite impose mistakes 
countrywide. 
 
The 'Cure' is the Cause 
 
So, even if we had seen the political demise 
of a 'great statesman' (who would soon have 
been replaced by some political opportunist 
who in time would have been just as 'great'), 
politics in the USSR still would have slowly 
continued to decline, as it will in the rest of 
the world. This is really thanks to the in- 
exorable power of the deeper truth that is 
increasingly arresting the minds of the world 
(starting with the intellectuals): Politics, by 
its coercive and bureaucratic essence, causes 
all the ills it claims to cure. 
 


